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SUBJECT: US-USSR CHEMICAL WEAPONS NEGOTIATIONS, ROUND 
SEVEN: SUMMARY OF DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN FEB. 13 AND 
APRIL 26, 1978 

REF: GENEVA 241 1 (CW MESSAGE NO.31) 

CW MESSAGE NO.49 

1 . THE FINAL MEETING OF THE SEVENTH ROUND OF THE US-USSR 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS NEGOTIATIONS WAS HELD APRIL 26, 1978. 

FOR TACTICAL REASONS, THE OFFICIAL CONCLUDING DATE WILL BE 
SET TO COINCIDE WITH THE END IN EARLY MAY OF THE SPRING 
SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT. 

THE NEGOTIATION S .WHICH BEGAN JANUARY 10, WERE RELATIVELY 
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INACTIVE BETWEEN FEBRUARY 13 AND MARCH 31 WHILE EXPERTS 
ON BOTH SIDES WERE IN CAPITALS FOR CONSULTATIONS. 

(DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN JANUARY 10 (BEGINNING OF ROUND) AND 
FEBRUARY 13, 1978, ARE SUMMARIZED REFTEL.) AFTER THE 
EXPERTS' RETURN, THE MEETINGS WERE DEVOTED TO FURTHER 
PRESENTATION AND EXPLORATION OF POSITIONS. NO DRAFTING 
WAS UNDERTAKEN. 
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2. THE US DELEGATION PUT FORWARD DETAILED VIEWS ON TREAT- 
MENT OF IRRITANTS, PROCEDURES FOR CHALLENGE INSPECTION, 
RIGHTS AND FUNCTIONS OF INSPECTORS AND THE HOST PARTY IN 
CONNECTION WITH CHALLENGE INSPECTIONS, QUANTITIES OF 
TOXIC CHEMICALS PERMITTED FOR PROTECTIVE PURPOSES, AND 
THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION. 

3. THE SOVIET DELEGATION RESPONDED TO US PRESENTATIONS 
MADE DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE ROUND, BUT DID NOT 
ENGAGE IN EXTENSIVE QUESTION-AND-ANSWER EXCHANGES ABOUT 
RECENT US PRESENTATIONS. GENERALLY SPEAKING, THEY ALSO 
DID NOT COMMIT THEMSELVES ON DETAILS IN AREAS WHERE 
AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE HAS BEEN REACHED. 

4. WHILE THERE WAS PROGRESS ON SOME SECONDARY ISSUES, 
THERE WAS LITTLE PROGRESS IN RESOLVING THE CENTRAL OUT- 
STANDING ISSUES, I.E., THOSE RELATING TO ON-SITE 
VERIFICATION. 

A. ON THE POSITIVE SIDE, THE SOVIETS: 

(1 ) HAVE AGREED TO ACCOMMODATE THE US INTEREST IN 
PROTECTING THE USES OF RIOT CONTROL CHEMICALS IN 
DEFENSIVE MILITARY MODES; 

(2) HAVE AGREED IN PRINCIPLE THAT PROVISIONS FOR SUPER- 
TOXIC CHEMICALS SHOULD BE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE FOR LESS 
TOXIC CHEMICALS; 
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(3) HAVE AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO ESTABLISH A CEILING 

ON THE QUANTITIES OF SUPER-TOXIC CHEMICALS ALLOWED FOR 
PROTECTIVE PURPOSES; 

(4) HAVE ACCEPTED THE US PROPOSAL ON TIMING OF DECLARA- 
TION OF STOCKS (I.E., WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY INTO 
FORCE); 

(5) ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT A PROVISION THAT A PARTY WHICH 
REFUSES A REQUEST MUST PROVIDE A DETAILED EXPLANATION; 

(6) INDICATED THEY ARE WILLING TO DISCUSS (AT A LATER 
STAGE) THE US PROPOSAL FOR A BILATERAL EXCHANGE OF GENERAL 
INFORMATION ON STOCKS; AND 

(7) STATED THEY ARE STUDYING US PROPOSALS ON DESTRUC- 
TION OF STOCKS. 

B. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE, THE SOVIETS: 

(1 ) HAVE NOT RESPONDED TO US REQUESTS FOR CLARIFICATION 
OF THEIR POSITION ON DECLARATION OF "CAPABILITIES" OR ON 
RETENTION OF MUNITIONS; 

(2) CONTINUE TO REJECT THE US PROPOSALS REGARDING DEC- 
LARATION AND DESTRUCTION OF CW PRODUCTION AND FILLING 
FACILITIES, AS WELL AS ON-SITE VERIFICATION AT SUCH 
FACILITIES, WITHOUT PRESENTING ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR A 
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COMPROMISE; 

(3) CONTINUE TO REJECT THE US PROPOSAL THAT SUPER-TOXIC 
CHEMICALS BE PROHIBITED FOR HOSTILE MILITARY PURPOSES NOT 
RELATED TO CHEMICAL WARFARE; AND 

(4) INSIST THAT THE IMPORTANT ISSUES BE SETTLED IN 
PRINCIPLE BEFORE DETAILS ARE DISCUSSED IN AREAS WHERE 
AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE HAS ALREADY BEEN REACHED. 

5. THE TONE OF BOTH THE PLENARY AND DRAFTING GROUP MEET- 
INGS CONTINUED TO BE FRIENDLY AND WORKMANLIKE. 

VANDEN HEUVEL UNQUOTE VANCE 
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